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t’s as if my family’s immigration status and experience lie delicately between the two 
kawayan, bamboo poles, and we’ve been dancing the tinikling with immigration ever since 
  our arrival in the US. ICE sets the pace of how fast we should be dancing, how we weave 
through the poles as a family. Although it is in our blood, 15 years of dancing between the 
kawayan becomes tiring. Do we get to walk freely or are we forever bound and trapped to 
the confines of the kawayan?
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